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JWID focuses on Homeland Security, Defense





HAMPTON, Va. – The United States Northern Command (NORTHCOM) is bringing a Homeland Security/Homeland Defense focus to the Joint Warrior Interoperability Demonstration (JWID) 2004.


“We’re using JWID to assess technologies that truly allow us interagency information sharing with our Homeland Security and Homeland Defense partners,” said Maj. Gen. Dale Meyerrose, NORTHCOM director of architectures and integration.  “Specifically, we will examine a range of technologies to enhance the ‘need to share’ culture that we are developing to enhance our situational awareness, collaboration, alerting, decision-making, and command and control responsibilities.


“We’re not only working on the technological solutions, but emphasizing the accompanying concept of operations and tactics, techniques and procedures to make potential solutions immediately available,” the general continued.   “We selected candidate JWID tools that focus on improving horizontal information sharing in the anti-terrorism/force protection arena.  Additionally, we are hoping to find potential enhancements for the Homeland Security and Homeland Defense common operational pictures that we share among our many partners.“


This approach breaks new ground beyond the normal JWID coalition interoperability area into government interagency information sharing.  As the host combatant commander for 2004 and 2005, NORTHCOM will facilitate assessments in both areas during JWID. The demonstration will involve 25 countries, U.S. Services and government agencies participating in a scripted scenario over a global network.


The Global War on Terrorism highlights the need for agencies within the U.S. government and coalition nations to exchange information.  Despite the fact that many different communication networks are established among U.S. agencies, and between the United States and other nations, significant issues remain.


JWID is the premier event to investigate interagency and coalition interoperability problems. JWID defines solutions that can be applied in the operational community.  NORTHCOM’s mission is to conduct military operations to deter, prevent and defeat threats and aggression aimed at the United States, its territories and interests within assigned areas of responsibility, as directed by the President or Secretary of Defense. NORTHCOM provides military assistance to civil authorities, including consequence management operations. U.S. Joint Forces Command plays an ancillary role assisting JWID with select fielding of emerging technologies to combatant commanders. 


JWID is set for June 2004, conducting U.S.-specific Interoperability Trials (USTs) to test and evaluate technologies and capabilities to exchange information among agencies, Services and NORTHCOM. JWID will also conduct Coalition Interoperability Trials (CITs) of technologies and capabilities with U.S. commands, Services, and multinational participants.


The 2004 objectives are:


Multi-level security/security across information domains


Situational Awareness


Database Fusion


ISR Dissemination


Wireless Security


Coalition Network Defense


Logistics Systems


Language Translation


NORTHCOM’s goal is to assess new technology with potential to support Homeland Security and Homeland Defense missions in addition to the more traditional focus on coalition operations.














Forging New Coalitions


